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Instructions for Authors

Scope
Ecclesial Practices (EP) publishes articles and book reviews at the intersection of ethnographic and other
qualitative approaches with theological approaches to the study of a variety of ecclesial practices and
contexts of practice. These might include churches, congregations, other (new and emerging) ecclesial
communities, virtual ecclesial communities and local, national, and international expressions of parachurch organizations. The journal maintains a special interest in a breadth of systematic-theological
perspectives, including the doctrine of the church, as they relate to qualitative study of emerging and
existing ecclesial communities and practices. The journal seeks contributions offering critical
discussions of processes and programs for ecclesial renewal and development, as well as examinations of
new forms of being church. It aims to broaden and advance research at an international level which
contributes to a deeper understanding of 'church in practice' in a global context.

Ethical and Legal Conditions
Please note that submission of an article for publication in any of Brill’s journals implies that you have
read and agreed to Brill’s Ethical and Legal Conditions. The Ethical and Legal Conditions can be found
here: brill.com/downloads/conditions.pdf.

Online Submission
Ecclesial Practices now uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via
the Editorial Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/epbrill.
First-time users of EM need to register first. Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the
‘Instructions for Authors’ and the EM instructions available by following the above link and clicking on
the ‘help’ icon in the top left-hand menu on the page. Online submission considerably shortens overall
publication time. When submitting via the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation
and uploading of the various files. Please upload source files and not pdf files. Any figure files should be
uploaded separately, and should have high density of at least 300 dpi at a size suitable for printing.
An eventual revised manuscript is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All
correspondence, including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail.

Contact Address
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact Professor Pete Ward at:
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peter.ward@kcl.ac.uk. For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the Brill
EM Support Department at: em@brill.com.
Books for review should be sent to the Book Reviews Editor:
Chris Scharen, Luther Seminary, 2481 Como Ave., St. Paul, MN 55108, USA
E-mail: cscharen001@luthersem.edu.

File Format
Microsoft Office Word (.doc) should be used for typing the document.

Submission Requirements
The journal will include articles that are:
a) empirical studies of churches, congregations and other ecclesial communities, together
with studies of particular ecclesial practices;
b) theological studies of ecclesial communities and practices, engaging with empirical
studies;
c) critical discussions of processes and programs for congregational renewal and
development, as well as new forms of being church;
d) an exploration of Christian doctrine, including doctrine of the church, as it relates to
empirical study of contemporary ecclesial communities and practices;
e) discussions of methodological issues with regard to ecclesiological research;
f) discussions of the implications of new technologies and digital cultures for
congregational life, and of related methods of enquiry.

Language
Manuscripts should be written in British English. Spelling should be consistent throughout.

Length
We strongly encourage authors to limit their submissions to 5,000-6,000 words (including footnotes).
Larger articles will only be published in exceptional cases.

Manuscript Structure
Manuscripts should be double spaced and typed in 12-point, standard, Times New Roman font.
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The journal’s formatting style for articles should be followed exactly, including the author’s contact
details, an abstract of the article, and keywords, after the title and author’s name.

Headings
2
2.1

The First Level Heading
The Second Level Heading

Abstract and Keywords
Articles should have a short abstract of 100-150 words, and 3-8 keywords.

Biographical Note
A short biographical note (max. 150 words) should be attached as a separate document.

Quotations
Authors should note that single inverted commas are used, except for a quote within a quote.

References
References must follow the journal’s style exactly. Footnotes, not endnotes, are used and basically follow
the Chicago style, as below; p. and pp. are used, followed by a space. The superscript footnote number in
the text follows the last punctuation mark of the sentence.
It is the author’s responsibility to ensure that all quotations are accurately spelled and precisely quoted
from the source material.

Journal Articles
S. R. Harmon, ‘Dei Verbum §9 in Baptist Perspective’, Ecclesiology 5 (2009), pp. 299-321, at p. 303.
If a doi number is available for journal articles, please insert it.

Books
M. Dudley and G. Rowell (eds), Confession and Absolution, 2nd edn (London: SPCK, 1990).
Colin E. Gunton, The One, The Three and The Many (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), pp.
56-59.

Internet Articles
John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 4.1.2., trans. H. Beveridge.
http://www.reformed.org/books/institutes/.
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Publication
Proofs
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for
factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged
to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs. At this
stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original
manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted
unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly.

E-Offprints
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to each author. Brill is a RoMEO
green publisher.
Authors are allowed to post their submitted (pre-peer-review) version of the article at any time. This is
the author's own version that had not yet been peer-reviewed, or had any value added to it by Brill (such
as formatting or copy editing). Authors may post the accepted (peer-reviewed) version of their article 24
months after publication. This is the version accepted for publication, which contains all revisions made
after peer review and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s lay-out. The
publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website.

Consent to Publish
Transfer of Copyright
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the
publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign
the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript.

Open Access
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option.
This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange
for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form.
More information on Brill Open, Brill’s Open Access Model and the Brill Open Consent to Publish Form
can be found on brill.com/brillopen.
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