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The Egyptological literature usually belittles or ignores the political and intellectual
initiative and success of the Nubian Twenty-Fifth Dynasty in the reunification of Egypt,
while students of Nubian history frequently ignore or misunderstand the impact of
Egyptian ideas on the cultural developments in pre- and post-Twenty-Fifth-Dynasty
Nubia. This book re-assesses the textual and archaeological evidence concerning the
interaction between Egypt and the polities emerging in Upper Nubia between the Late
Neolithic period and 500 AD. The investigation is carried out, however, from the special
viewpoint of the political, social, economic, religious and cultural history of the frontier
region between Egypt and Nubia and not from the traditional viewpoint of the direct
interaction between Egypt and the successive Nubian kingdoms of Kerma, Napata and
Meroe. The result is a new picture of the bipolar acculturation processes occurring in the
frontier region of Lower Nubia in particular and in the Upper Nubian centres, in general.
The much-debated issue of social and cultural "Egyptianization" is also re-assessed.
"...this is a valuable and
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