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Western Palestine is extremely rich in Arabic inscriptions, whose dates range from as early as CE 150 until modern
times. Most of the inscriptions date from the Islamic period, for under Islam the country gained particular
religious and strategic importance, even though it made up only part of the larger province of Syria. This historical
importance is clearly reflected in the hundreds of inscriptions, the texts of which cover a variety of topics:
construction, dedication, religious endowments, epitaphs, Qur'anic texts, prayers and invocations, all now
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Moshe Sharon, Ph.D., is Professor Emeritus of Islamic History at The Hebrew University, Jerusalem. He studied
epigraphy under Gaston Wiet, and has been collecting the material for CIAP since the late 1960s. He has published
many books and articles on a variety of subjects on medieval Islam and Arabic epigraphy, as well as on the Babi-
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All those interested in the history of Palestine and the Near East, Islamic epigraphy, medieval studies, comparative
religions, history of art and architecture.
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