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Scope 
 
Brill Open Law (BOL) is a principal outlet for scholarly articles in international law studies. BOL is a peer-
reviewed full open access journal and provides a unique platform for academic debates and critical 
analysis. The journal offers a meeting space for scholars across in international law, including: human 
rights and humanitarian law, private international law and public international law. 
 
Open Access 
Brill Open Law is a fully Open Access online-only journal, which means that all content is freely 
accessible online. All articles are published under a non-exclusive Open Access license in exchange for 
an Article Publication Charge. The author(s) keep full copyright and give Brill permission to publish by 
signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish. The Brill Open Consent to Publish will be sent to you by 
the responsible desk-editor. For more information on Brill Open go to: brill.com/brillopen or contact 
brillopen@brill.com.  
 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 
The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 
behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 
and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 
downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 
Online Submission 
 
Brill Open Law uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the 
Editorial Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/bol.  
First-time users of EM need to register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the 
login menu. Enter the information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and 
password. 
If you should forget your Username and Password, click on the "Send Username/Password" link in the 
login section, and enter your first name, last name and email address exactly as you had entered it when 
you registered. Your access codes will then be e-mailed to you. 
Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting via 
the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 
A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 
generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 
including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 
 
File Format  
In any word processor: save and send the file in RTF or Word.doc format. Use a Unicode font;  

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-journals-brill/brill-open-access-journals
mailto:brill.com/brillopen
mailto:brillopen@brill.com
https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
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Brill suggests the Brill font (brill.com/about/brill-fonts). If you need to use other fonts, always send them 
along with the text file.  
 
Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Managing Editor at: 
bol@brill.com. For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the Brill EM 
Support Department at: em@brill.com.  
 

Submission Requirements 
 
General 
Submitted manuscripts should be double-spaced (including footnotes, which should appear at the 
bottom of the page). Keep formatting to an absolute minimum. Use italics only in your files to format the 
text which has to be typeset as italics. Indent paragraphs with a single tab. 
 
For questions concerning editorial style, consult The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th ed. (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2010) online at: chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html. It 
contains numerous sample entries for notes, and authors are encouraged to consult them.  
 
Language 
Manuscripts should be written in English. American and British spelling should not be mixed: spelling 
should be consistent throughout. The preferred form in English is American English, unless the author is 
a native speaker of British English. The text must be grammatically correct and in good literary style. The 
manuscript should have been checked before submission by a qualified native speaker. 
Where both -ise and -ize spellings are possible, the latter should be used, e.g. in “standardize”, “italicize”, 
“realize”;  but note that exercise, circumcise, compromise and many other words must be spelled with -
ise. For questions concerning spelling, hyphenation, and punctuation, consult Webster’s Third New 
International Dictionary and Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 10th ed.  
 
Unicode Fonts 
Using Unicode fonts will reduce the risk of error in typesetting non-Roman text or diacritics. For more 
information on fonts and Unicode, see brill.com/page/PublishinginaBrillJournal/publishing-in-a-brill-
journal; for more details on how to handle special scripts and transliteration, see 
brill.com/page/fonts/fonts-scripts-and-unicode. 
 
Length 
Articles should consist of between 4,000 and 12,000 words, including references.  
 

 
 

http://www.brill.com/about/brill-fonts
mailto:bol@brill.com
mailto:em@brill.com
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
https://brill.com/page/PublishinginaBrillJournal/publishing-in-a-brill-journal
https://brill.com/page/PublishinginaBrillJournal/publishing-in-a-brill-journal
https://brill.com/page/fonts/fonts-scripts-and-unicode


Brill Open Law 
An International Journal 
brill.com/law 
 
 
Instructions for Authors  

Last revised on 18 December 2019  page 3 of 6 

Manuscript Structure 
 
Abstract and Keywords 
Submissions must include an abstract of a maximum of 150 words and five to eight keywords. 
 

Headings  
All headings should be aligned flush left and unnumbered.  
First level headings should be in bold, 2 lines of white above, one below; second level headings in bold 
italic, 1 line of white above, none below; third level headings in roman, with 1 line of white above,  none 
below.  
 

Footnotes 
This journal uses footnotes and not endnotes or a bibliography. Footnotes should be numbered 
consecutively (using Arabic rather than Roman numerals), double-spaced, and in the same font size as 
the main text. A note number may be used only once: sub-numbering of notes (e.g. note 30a) is not 
acceptable. Authors should eliminate lengthy discursive notes either by omitting the material or by 
working it into the narrative body of the text.  
All references should be given in full at first mention. Subsequent citations can be abbreviated. See the 
examples at: chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html. 

Books 
Thomas Weiss, Humanitarian Intervention (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2007), p. 12. 
Subsequent mentions: Weiss, Humanitarian Intervention, pp. 124-25. 
International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty (ICISS), The Responsibility to Protect 
(Ottawa: IDRC, 2001), p. vii. 
Subsequent mentions: ICISS, The Responsibility to Protect, pp. v-vii. 

Edited Books 
Roberta Cohen and Francis M. Deng (eds.), The Forsaken People: Case Studies of the Internally Displaced 
(Washington, D.C.: Brookings Institution, 1998). 
Subsequent mentions: Cohen and Deng, The Forsaken People. 

Book Chapters 
Edward C. Luck, ‘Conclusion: Gaps, Commitments, and the Compliance Challenge’ in Edward C. Luck 
and Michael W. Doyle (eds.), International Law and Organization: Closing the Compliance Gap (Lanham, 
MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2004). 
Subsequent mentions: Luck, ‘Conclusion’, pp. 334-37.  

Journal Articles 
Roberta Cohen, ‘Strengthening the Protection of IDPs: The UN’s Role’, Georgetown Journal of 
International Affairs, 7/1: 101-110 (2006), p. 101. 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
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Subsequent mentions: Cohen, ‘Strengthening the Protection of IDPs’, p. 107. 

Newspaper Articles 
Robert Kagan, ‘The Sovereignty Dodge: What Pakistan Won’t Do, the World Should’, Washington Post, 2 
December 2008, p. A21.  

Internet Sources 
Roberta Cohen, ‘The Burma Cyclone and the Responsibility to Protect’, 21 July 2008, 
http://www.brookings.edu/speeches/2008/0721_myanmar_cohen.aspx, accessed 1 January 2009. 
Subsequent mentions: Cohen, ‘‘The Burma Cyclone and the Responsibility to Protect’ 
ICRC, ‘Myanmar: ICRC Denounces Major and Repeated Violations of International Humanitarian Law’, 
29 June 2007, http://www.icrc.org/web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/myanmar-news-
290607?opendocument, accessed 1 January 2009. 
Subsequent mentions:  ICRC, ‘Myanmar: ICRC Denounces Major and Repeated Violations of 
International Humanitarian Law’. 

Unpublished Papers 
Nicholas J. Wheeler, ‘A Victory for Common Humanity? The Responsibility to Protect after the 2005 
World Summit’, paper presented at The UN at Sixty: Celebration or Wake? University of Toronto, 6-7 
October 2005. 
Noel M. Morada, ‘R2P Roadmap in Southeast Asia: Challenges and Prospects’, UNISCI Discussion Paper 
No. 11, May 2006 

Documents 
Example of a UN Security Council debate:  
S/PV.5319, 9 December 2005, (page number if quoting directly) 

General Assembly Debate 
A/61/369, 21 September 2006, (page number if quoting directly) 
Example of a UN Security Council Resolution 
UNSC Res. 1706, 31 August 2006. 
It may also be cited thus: 

S/RES/1706, 31 August 2006, (page number if quoting directly) 

The World Summit Outcome Document 
‘2005 World Summit Outcome’, UNGA Res. 60/1, 16 September 2005. It may also be cited thus: 

A/RES/60/1, 16 September 2005, (page number if quoting directly) 
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Reports 
Should include author, title, document number and date, thus: 
Kofi Annan, In Larger Freedom: Towards Development, Security and Human Rights for All, A/59/2005, 21 
March 2005, (page number if quoting directly).  
 
Quotations 
If they are brief (5 lines or fewer), quotations should be run on with the text. The practice in the United 
Kingdom and elsewhere is that single marks are used first (‘) and then (“) double quotation marks. 
Longer quotations should be indented, without quotation marks. All indented quotations should be 
typed double-spaced. 
 
Translations & Abbreviations 
Names of non-English organizations, non-English book titles and non-English expressions in the running 
text are written in italics in the original language. The abbreviation or/and English translation is written 
between square brackets (not in italics). 
Comitati d’Azione per l’Universalità di Roma [CAUR; Committees of Action for the Universality of Rome] 
Gli amori degli uomini [The Sexual Relations of Mankind] 
 
Figures 
All figures must be cited consecutively in the text.  Figures should be submitted as separate  
source files in .eps, .tif, or .jpg format, in a size suitable for the typesetting area of the journal. The 
resolution of these files should be at least 300 dpi for half-tone figures, and 600 dpi for line drawings.  
Number the files and clearly mark the spot where the photo should be inserted (“insert ill. 2”). 
Photocopies or scans from books are not acceptable, since they will reproduce very poorly. For art 
images, captions should include the artist’s name (if relevant/known), title and/or description of the 
artwork, year of the artwork, year or time period (if known), medium, size, and archival location. 
 
Figure Captions 
Provide a list of captions for all illustrations and photographs at the very end of the article, typed double 
spaced. Identify the illustration by its number, describe it with a concise caption (include the location 
and date, if relevant/known), cite the full source, and acknowledge credit (permission granted). For art 
images, captions should include the artist’s name (if relevant/known), title and/or description of the 
artwork, year of the artwork, year or time period (if known), medium, size, and archival location. 
 
Tables 
Tables should be numbered and identified by number and by title. (For example: Table 3 Agricultural  
Production, 1935-1945.) Where necessary, include source and/or credit. 
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Numbers 
Spell out numbers from zero to ninety-nine; century numbers (nineteenth century); round numbers 
such as one hundred or one thousand; fractions and numbers that begin a sentence.  
 

Publication 
 
Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 
factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 
to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 
stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 
manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 
unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned within promptly.  
 

Consent to Publish 
 
Open Access 
The author(s) keep full copyright and give Brill permission to publish by signing a special Brill Open 
Consent to Publish. The Brill Open Consent to Publish will be sent to you by the responsible desk-editor. 
For more information on Brill Open go to: brill.com/brillopen or contact brillopen@brill.com. 

mailto:brill.com/brillopen
mailto:brillopen@brill.com
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